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real anarchy would effectually cure most
philosophic anarchists. Evils, gross evils
no doubt, spring up and flourish under the
protection of the law as fungi under the
swelling arch of an oak, but they do not
compare with the evils which a dissolution
of social order must bring in its train. If
to the uncertainties of the seasons, the
vicissitudes of trade, the thousand and one
mischances which bring to naught the best
endeavours of men, you superadd the
seizure of their hard-won gains by acts of
violence, you take from them the last in-
centivef to fexertion. Men are all, as
Emerson remarked, as lazy as they dare;
diligence implies a strong incentive to
goad or to lure. Unless a people has a
reasonable certainty of reaping what it has
sown trade will decline and tilth draw in
her borders. In the conferment of the
blessings of peace on Burma, equally with
India, the British Government has de-
served well of the people, and has earned
a meed of gratitude which should not be
forgotten in any outcry against its short-
comings.